Community Conversation About Early Childhood —
Programs and Services \ ‘

The Communities for Kids initiative was created in response to community requests for assistance with shortages of high-quality early
care and education programs — shortages that both impact children’s optimal development and pose a challenge for communities hoping
to attract and retain the viable workforces they need to thrive.

Communities for Kids aims to partner with communities’ public and private entities to support and coordinate planning for
access to high-quality early care and education for all children birth through age eight. These partnerships will be customized to address
each community’s unique assets and needs — so each community can grow and prosper well into the future.
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The Sherman County Community for Kids team developed a survey to identify the community’s understanding, support, and needs
surrounding quality early childhood care in Sherman County and the surrounding area. The group then created and implemented a
distribution plan of this survey to gather as much data as possible from local residents. 197 responses were gathered through the
SurveyMonkey platform. Through these responses, the Sherman County Community for Kids team will engage the community with
their reflection of the data, implement strategies to provide quality early childhood care and education opportunities for Sherman
County families, and identify long-term sustainable resources to support the strategies taken.

ALL RESPONDENTS LOCAL PARENTS

If an early childhood center-based program was developed
Do you think there are enough in our community, would you support it? Support can
child care options in the community? include using the program for child care, donating to the
program, volunteering, promoting the program, etc.

In the last 12 months, has a lack of child
care caused you to miss work, arrive late or
Was it difficult to find child care locally? leave early, or be distracted at work?
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LOCAL EMPLOYERS

Has the lack of available child care for How important is the availability of
potential employees affected your Has child care availability ever affected your Has child care availability ever affected your child care in the Loup City / Sherman
ability to grow your business? ability to attain or retain employees? ability to hire your candidate of choice? County area to you as an employer?

B Yes-57% M Yes-53% H Yes-40% I Very important - 94%
7 No-43% 7 No-27% 71 No-30% [ Neutral - 6%
[ Unknown - 20% [0 Unknown - 30% 71 Not at all important - 0%




